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Lecturer of Chiba University since 1980

Established Tetsuro Kurokawa + Design League, Tokyo, 1979
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TETSURO KUROKAWA +
Design League

Translucent House (Kiki Kirin’s House)
Minato, Tokyo, 1978-79
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The central part of Tokyo is hilly and the
Translucent House stands on one of the hills
surrounded by a residential district. The
house, which was designed for an actress,
consists of five floors, including a roof level
and a basement, each housing a separate
function. The lower two floors are devoted
to acting production and the upper three
floors are for living.

The basement evokes a cavernous atmos-
phere. It is pierced by a shaft of opaline light
and surrounded by soil that forms ‘“walls
with boundless thickness.”” The first floor
production office is a box which captures
light and circulates air by virtue of its trans-
lucent walls and its position between two
streets. Two kinds of glass block designed
by the architect comprise the southeast
wall. One type is prism-like and the other
is square with concave lenses. The northwest
wall is glazed with translucent wire-mesh
glass.

The second floor which houses public
rooms is divided up by screens of perforated
metal that articulate the space. This material
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second floor

reacts sensitively to changes in light and
produces various optical images as the day
advances which are similar to the progression
of multiple film exposures. Partitions for
third floor private rooms are composed of
cinder block, however, doors, skylights and
windows are filled with translucent wire-mesh
glass. Hence the floors are governed by
diffuse light. The same type of glass also
forms a canopy over a semi-outdoor room
on the roof.

A distinguishing feature of this house is
a system of welded wire netting, or a “plant
net” as the architect puts it, which exists
like a balcony on the upper northwest and
southeast elevations. This “‘plant net” reaches
up and curves around to the roof of the house
which is stepped back in accordance with
building regulations. It is a grid which encloses
an outdoor void, unifies the wvarious levels
of the house, and provides a set of coordinates
for the facade openings behind it. Like a
huge trellis it is meant to transform itself
into translucent “green walls” once the vines
of plants begin to grow.

third floor

—-;—

KUROKAWA

section 1/200

photos: K. Tanaka

roof

75 20 N 30 w0 | a0
——— ] 40
- M o
o S J — u __ /N N
| fo - 26 L | ER Sal / iG
- 1-/ i L _/w??
., ] —
S=2S) 50
- Ve SN 75 af ‘ 2 3 O
-E[—:] i o *’__‘ = —




